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bers. This presidium has wide administrative
powers, supervising the work of the Council
of People's Commissars, as well as the power
to ratify treaties and declare war.

The Council of People's Commissars, con-
sisting of a chairman, vice-chairman and 22
members, selected by the Supreme Council,
is the executive and administrative organ of
the state. Seven of its commissars are depart-
ment heads of defense, foreign affairs, foreign
trade, railways, water transport, communi-
cations, and heavy industry. Ten others are
in charge of the food industry, light industry,
timber industry, agriculture, state grain and
livestock farms, finance, home trade, home
affairs, justice and health. The remaining
five are the heads of planning, coordination,
art, purchasing, and education. The franchise
is granted to citizens over 18 years of age.
Elections are by secret ballot.

The Constitution may be amended by a
two-thirds vote of the Supreme Council. A
system of Federal, Republican, Provincial and
Local Courts is provided.

In the summer of 1939 there were con-
ferences by Britain and France with Russia
looking to the security of Poland against
German aggression, but Russia abruptly
broke away and made a non-aggression pact
with Germany. On September i, Germany
brought on the European war by invading
Poland. Three weeks later when Poland
collapsed, Russia seized the easterly three-
fifths of that country, the remainder being
held by Germany. Russia next made de-
mands on Lithuania, Latvia, Esthonia and
Finland for naval and air bases and other
concessions. The three former acceded but
Finland sought to compromise. Russia there-
upon attacked Finland and won a complete
victory in five months. In response to Fin-
land's plea the League of Nations on Decem-
ber 14,1939 expelled Russia from membership.
In 1940 Russia forced Esthonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania to become Soviet states. In June,
1941, despite the peace pact, Germany at-
tacked Russia and the bloodiest battles in the
history df the world raged unceasingly.

By Dec,, Nazi troops had advanced 500
miles along the entire front and had captured
the Crimea. During the winter of 1941-42
the Russians fought tenaciously, breaking the
offensive by their heroic defense of Stalin-
grad. In 1942-43 they turned the tide against
the Nazis, recapturing, by Oct., two-thirds of
the Ukraine and making gains all along the
front. The Germans were driven from Lenin-
grad, Kharkov, Smolensk and Kiev. 1944

was the year of victory; the entire Soviet
territory was regained. 3n February Russia
adopted a new plan of government; each of
the constituent republics was to have auton-
omy, with control over military and foreign
affairs. In 1945 the Russians entered Warsaw
in January, Budapest in February, Vienna in
April, and Berlin in May. War on Japan was
declared in August, just before Japan sur-
rendered.
Russia: Language and Literature. The
Russian language belongs to the eastern divi-
sion of the Slavonic family. It is very flex-
ible. There are many dialects, but, the pre-
dominant literary language is that of Mos-
cow. The most interesting works of the ear-
lier period are the monkish chronicles. The
age of Catherine gave a great stimulus to
Russian composition. The laureate of the
reign of Catherine was iJerzhavin, whose
grandiose odes did much to improve Russian
versification. He was soon eclipsed by Alex-
ander Pushkin (i7<;9-r8.?7), up to the present
time the greatest poet produced by Russia,
But Russia was destined to show her real
strength in the novel of everyday life. The
novelists of this group may be said to begin
with Nicholas Gogol (1809-5a). After Gogol
followed Dostoievski. He died in 1881. Ivan
Turgenieff began his splendid career with The
Memories of a Sportsman, which did a great
deal to bring on the emancipation of the
serfs. The novelist died in 1883. Count Leo
Tolstoy, who died on Nov. 19, 1910, was
another great Russian. His romances, espe-
cially Voina i Mir ('War and Peace*) and
Anna Karcnina, are immortal. Prominent
writers of tales are A. Chekhov (1860-1004),
who is considered the most original writer of
his century, and Maxim Gorky, whose stories
exhibit great power.
Russian Art. Russia has produced rarely
a first-rate painter or sculptor. Peter the
Great, intolerant of Russian "barbarism",
drove Russian artists, most of them serfs,
out of the country, and encouraged foreign
craftsmen to come to his court. This policy
was imitated by succeeding czars. It was only
in recent times that such painters as Leon
Bakst and Nicholas Roerich attempted to
start a Russian school of painting, bused on
the Byzantine Monographers. At present, the
Soviet Museum of Modern Art collection at
Moscow is one of the most important in the
world. In 1936 works of a number of Soviet
artists were exhibited in the U, S,
Russian Music. The national music of
the Russians, like that of the Poles and Bo-